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Dictation Time Length: 06:42
July 3, 2022
RE:
Carmelo Licata

History of Accident/Illness and Treatment: Carmelo Licata is a 24-year-old male who reports he injured his neck at work on 09/30/21. At that time, he fell off of a garbage truck into a car. He hit his head, but did not have loss of consciousness. He did go to Cooper Emergency Room that same day. He was diagnosed with a hangman's fracture of the cervical spine for which he was placed in a hard color. He had further follow-up, but did not undergo any surgery. He completed his course of active treatment in January 2022.

As per the records supplied, Mr. Licata was seen at Cooper on 09/30/21 stating he fell off the back of a trash truck and had acute onset of severe neck pain. He was examined and had a CAT scan done and a CT angiogram done and abdominal and chest CAT scan done, all to be INSERTED here. He then was admitted to the hospital through 10/02/21. He was given analgesic medications and remained in an Aspen collar. Neurosurgical consultation was also performed.

On 10/28/21, he was seen neurosurgically by Dr. Yocom. He was found to have a C2 fracture and was neurologically intact and placed in a collar. He was feeling well, but had slight pain with any movement of his head. He continues to wear the cervical collar. Dr. Yocom had him remain in the collar and also referred him to physical therapy. On 12/23/21, he was feeling fine. He had very little neck pain. He was doing physical therapy, but felt like he could do more. He did undergo repeat cervical spine x-rays that day to be INSERTED here as marked that includes the body of the report. He continued to see Dr. Yocom through 12/23/21. At that juncture, his x-rays looked fine and he was given clearance to return to work. He was going to follow up on an as-needed basis.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION

GENERAL APPEARANCE: He had a sculpted muscular physique.
HEAD/EYES/EARS/NOSE/THROAT: Normal macro
NEUROLOGIC: Normal macro
UPPER EXTREMITIES: Inspection of the upper extremities revealed no bony or soft tissue abnormalities. There were no scars, swelling, atrophy or effusions. There was callus formation and rough texture to his hands bilaterally. Skin was otherwise normal in color, turgor, and temperature. Range of motion was accomplished fully at the shoulders, elbows, wrists, and fingers bilaterally without crepitus, tenderness, locking, or triggering. Fine and gross hand manipulation were intact. The deep tendon reflexes were 2+ at the biceps, triceps, and brachioradialis. Peripheral pulses, pinprick, and soft-touch sensations were intact bilaterally.  Manual muscle testing was 5/5 in bilateral hand grasp, pinch grip, and throughout the upper extremities. There was no significant tenderness with palpation of either upper extremity. 
LOWER EXTREMITIES: He remained in his pants limiting visualization. Range of motion was accomplished fully in all planes at the hips, knees, and ankles without crepitus or tenderness. Deep tendon reflexes were 2+ at the patella and Achilles bilaterally. Peripheral pulses, pinprick, and soft touch sensations were intact bilaterally. Manual muscle testing was 5/5 at the extensor hallucis longus and throughout the lower extremities bilaterally. There was no significant tenderness with palpation of either lower extremity.

CERVICAL SPINE: Inspection of the cervical spine revealed normal posture and lordotic curve with no apparent scars. Active flexion was full to 50 degrees as was sidebending right to 45 degrees. Extension was mildly limited to 55 degrees with rotation right 50 degrees and left to 45 degrees. There was no palpable spasm or tenderness of the paracervical or trapezius musculature nor was there any in the midline overlying the spinous processes. Spurling’s maneuver was negative.

THORACIC SPINE: Normal macro

He stated he gets pain in the upper thoracic region in the midline with certain movements.

LUMBOSACRAL SPINE: Normal macro
IMPRESSIONS and ANALYSES: Based upon the history, record review, and current examination, I have arrived at the following professional opinions with a reasonable degree of medical probability.

On 09/30/21, Carmelo Licata fell off of a garbage truck and struck his head against a car. He did not experience loss of consciousness, but had immediate neck pain. He was seen at Cooper Hospital Emergency Room and was found to have a C2 hangman’s fracture. He was admitted and immobilized for several days. He had neurosurgical and physical therapy consultations. After discharge, he followed up with Dr. Yocom for a few months. His symptoms gradually improved. On 10/28/21, x-rays showed healing of his fracture. Dr. Yocom then released him from care to full duty activities. INSERT the usual

The current exam found he had mildly decreased range of motion about the cervical spine. There was no associated palpable tenderness and Spurling’s maneuver was negative for radiculopathy. He was neurologically intact. He had skin changes on his hands consistent with ongoing physically rigorous manual activities.

There is 12.5% permanent partial total disability referable to the cervical spine. This is for the orthopedic and neurologic residuals of a cervical spine C2 hangman’s fracture. He has achieved an excellent clinical and functional recovery from a very serious injury.
